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Helps in themselves disposed to this important duty
self-em- of self-inquiry, let me previously warn
mination— them to be well aware of our natural prone-
wureesof ness to think too favourably of ourselves.
ssif-decep- Selfishness is one of the principal fruits
tion,pointed Of ^he corruption of human nature ; and it
out'	is obvious that selfishness disposes us to
overrate our good qualities, and to overlook or
extenuate our defects. The corruption of human
nature therefore being admitted, it follows unde-
niably, that in all our reckonings, if we would form
a just estimate of our character, we must make an
allowance for the effects of selfishness. It is also
another effect of the corruption of human nature, to
cloud our moral sight, and blunt our moral sensibility.
Something must therefore be allowed for this effect
likewise. Doubtless, the perfect purity of the
Supreme Being makes him see in us stains, far
more in number and deeper in dye, than we our-
selves can discover. Nor should another awful con-
sideration be forgotten: when we look into our-
selves, those sins only, into which we have lately
fallen, are commonly apt to excite any lively im-
pression. Many individual acts of vice, or a con-
tinued course of vicious or dissipated conduct, which,
when recent, may have smitten us with deep remorse,
after a few months or years leave but very faint
traces in our recollection ; at least, those acts alone
continue to strike us strongly, which were of very
extraordinary magnitude. But the strong impres-
sions which they at first excited, not the faded
images which they subsequently present to us, fur-
nish the juster measure of their guilt: and to the
pure eyes of God, this guilt must always have ap-
peared far greater than to us. Now to the Supremo
Being, we must believe that there is no past or fu-
ture : as whatever mil le, so whatever has oem, is re-

